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Compared to the wealth of information available to us about classical tragedy and comedy, not much is
known about the culture of pantomime, mime, and dance in late antiquity. Charges of obscenity and
polemical anti-theater discourse have, at times, erased these popular performance traditions from the modern
imagination. Demons and Dancers returns us to the times and places where those great ancient theaters were
more than picturesque ruins dotting the Mediterranean landscape.

Ruth Webb fills this gap in our knowledge of the ancient world and provides us with a richly detailed look at
social life in the late antique period through an investigation of its performance culture. The book focuses on
the eastern empire, from Greece proper to modern-day Turkey and Egypt, between the second and sixth
centuries CE. Using some of the tools provided by modern performance theory, this book explains how
audiences interpreted the actions on stage, how the status of male and female performers shifted across time
and place, how skilled the actors actually were (it was commonplace to dismiss these performers for their
lack of skill), and what role spectacles involving spoken and sung words, as well as stylized gestures, had in
Greco-Roman civic life.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Demons and Dancers: Performance in Late Antiquity. Try to
make book Demons and Dancers: Performance in Late Antiquity as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything
by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Munsch:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Demons and
Dancers: Performance in Late Antiquity, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Frank Monroe:

The publication with title Demons and Dancers: Performance in Late Antiquity has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Brian Rutt:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Demons and Dancers: Performance in Late Antiquity it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.
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