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About the Phoenix Initiative

The Phoenix Initiative is a collective effort to provide an intellectual and policy framework for the next
administration. The group initially came together three years ago to discuss on a regular basis the state of the
world, America’s place in it, and the best ways for advancing America’s interest and values. Our goal was to
develop ideas and concepts that made sense from a policy—as opposed to a political—perspective and to
make the case for them on that basis alone. That is also the basis of this first report—a manifesto meant to
marshal the best practices and ideas of the progressive tradition in U.S. foreign policy and adapt them to a
rapidly changing world.

Preface by Susan E. Rice:
As one of the founders of the original Phoenix Initiative in early 2005, I felt strongly that it was time for a
group of younger foreign policy thinkers to come together and work through common positions not only on a
set of specific issues, but also on how America should define and pursue its interests in a post-Cold War
world, a world still resistant to tidy categorization. The point was not to write a paper in support of a specific
candidate or for a specific occasion or political purpose, but instead to consider a fresh strategic perspective.
I regret that my responsibilities as a Senior Advisor to the Obama campaign prevented me from seeing this
project to fruition.

Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century National Security Strategy is the product of over three
years of discussions and debate on everything from fundamental assumptions about the nature of the
international order in the 21st century to U.S. policy toward the Middle East. At a time when the United
States truly must rise from the ashes of a failed foreign policy, this report breaks away from such traditional
concepts as containment, engagement, and enlargement and rejects standard dichotomies of realist power
politics versus liberal idealism. It starts from a set of U.S. national interests as old as the nation itself and
asks how we can safeguard and pursue those interests in this 21st century world. Without pretense of
answering all questions and addressing all issues, the report offers bold and genuinely new thinking about
America’s role in such a world.

From this foundation, the thinkers and practitioners in the Phoenix Initiative have developed a different
conception of American leadership. They accept that regardless of who is elected in November, the clock
will not magically turn back to 1991, after the fall of the Soviet Union, or even back to September 12, 2001,
when the world mourned with us. They see opportunities as well as challenges in the deep and unavoidable
interconnectedness of our age, the rise of countries on every continent as emerging powers, and the
broadening of the global agenda.

In this world, America has many more potential allies and friends, indispensable partners in tackling
problems of common security. There is no illusion that international cooperation is easy. It is, though,



essential to our own security as well as to international peace and prosperity. We must recognize that the
world has not stood still over the past decade, waiting for America to reclaim the mantle of global leadership.
Our ability to lead requires the kind of leadership—strategic leadership—laid out in this report.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Strategic
Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century National Security Strategy suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century
National Security Strategyis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Sheila Robinson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century
National Security Strategy can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lorraine Stark:

This Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century National Security Strategy is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century National Security Strategy can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Fannie Vincent:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time



there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Strategic Leadership: Framework for a 21st Century
National Security Strategy can make you sense more interested to read.
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