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Fundamental change occurs most often in one of two ways: as a "fatal discontinuity," a sudden catastrophic
event that is potentially world changing, or as a persistent, gradual trend. Global catastrophes include
volcanic eruptions, viral pandemics, wars, and large-scale terrorist attacks; trends are demographic,
environmental, economic, and political shifts that unfold over time. In this provocative book, scientist
Vaclav Smil takes a wide-ranging, interdisciplinary look at the catastrophes and trends the next fifty years
may bring. Smil first looks at rare but cataclysmic events, both natural and human-produced, then at trends
of global importance, including the transition from fossil fuels to other energy sources and growing
economic and social inequality. He also considers environmental change -- in some ways an amalgam of
sudden discontinuities and gradual change -- and assesses the often misunderstood complexities of global
warming. Global Catastrophes and Trends does not come down on the side of either doom-and-gloom
scenarios or techno-euphoria. Instead, Smil argues that understanding change will help us reverse negative
trends and minimize the risk of catastrophe.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Global Catastrophes and Trends: The Next Fifty Years
(MIT Press) as the daily resource information.

Mamie Wilson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Global Catastrophes and Trends: The
Next Fifty Years (MIT Press) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Global
Catastrophes and Trends: The Next Fifty Years (MIT Press) as good book not merely by the cover but also
by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Bradley Cox:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Global Catastrophes and Trends: The Next Fifty Years (MIT Press)
can make you feel more interested to read.

Steven Burley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Global Catastrophes and Trends: The Next Fifty Years (MIT Press) when you necessary it?
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