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In Coming to Our Senses, cognitive scientist Viki McCabe argues that prevailing theories of perception,
cognition, and information cannot explain how we know the world around us. Using scientific studies and
true stories, McCabe shows that the ecological disasters, political paralysis, and economic failures we now
face originate in our tendency to privilege cognitive processes and products over the information we access
with our perceptual systems. As a result, we typically default to making decisions using inaccurate
information such as mechanistic theories that reduce the world to extractable, exploitable parts. But the
world does not function as an assembly of parts; it functions as a coalition of complex systems - from cells to
cities - that organize and sustain themselves and cannot be partitioned and retain their purpose. McCabe also
argues that we cannot describe such systems using theories and words. Instead, each system reveals itself in
fractal-like geometric configurations that emerge from and reflect the structural organization that brings it
into existence and determines its functions - a veritable physics of information. Thus, we comprehend
phenomena as disparate as neural networks, river deltas, and economies by perceiving the branching
geometry that organizes them into distribution systems. McCabe's key point is that form not only follows
function, it doubles as information. If we put our theories aside and focus on the information the world
displays, our perceptions can block hostile mental takeovers, reconnect us to reality, and bring us back to our
senses.
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From reader reviews:

Numbers Harless:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Coming to Our Senses:
Perceiving Complexity to Avoid Catastrophes will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or ideal book with you?

Thomas Major:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Coming to Our Senses: Perceiving Complexity to Avoid
Catastrophes was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Coming to Our Senses: Perceiving Complexity to Avoid
Catastrophes is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using
book Coming to Our Senses: Perceiving Complexity to Avoid Catastrophes. You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Pedro Gonzales:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Coming to Our Senses: Perceiving
Complexity to Avoid Catastrophes book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alexander Goodman:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Coming to Our Senses: Perceiving Complexity to
Avoid Catastrophes can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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