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Does the universe embody beautiful ideas?

Artists as well as scientists throughout human history have pondered this “beautiful question.” With Nobel
laureate Frank Wilczek as your guide, embark on a voyage of related discoveries, from Plato and Pythagoras
up to the present. Wilczek’s groundbreaking work in quantum physics was inspired by his intuition to look
for a deeper order of beauty in nature. In fact, every major advance in his career came from this intuition: to
assume that the universe embodies beautiful forms, forms whose hallmarks are
symmetry—harmony, balance, proportion—and economy. There are other meanings of “beauty,” but this is
the deep logic of the universe—and it is no accident that it is also at the heart of what we find
aesthetically pleasing and inspiring.

Wilczek is hardly alone among great scientists in charting his course using beauty as his compass. As he
reveals in A Beautiful Question, this has been the heart of scientific pursuit from Pythagoras, the ancient
Greek who was the first to argue that “all things are number,” to Galileo, Newton, Maxwell, Einstein, and
into the deep waters of twentiethcentury physics. Though the ancients weren’t right about everything, their
ardent belief in the music of the spheres has proved true down to the quantum level. Indeed, Wilczek
explores just how intertwined our ideas about beauty and art are with our scientific understanding of the
cosmos.

Wilczek brings us right to the edge of knowledge today, where the core insights of even the craziest quantum
ideas apply principles we all understand. The equations for atoms and light are almost literally the same
equations that govern musical instruments and sound; the subatomic particles that are responsible for most of
our mass are determined by simple geometric symmetries. The universe itself, suggests Wilczek, seems to
want to embody beautiful and elegant forms. Perhaps this force is the pure elegance of numbers, perhaps
the work of a higher being, or somewhere between. Either way, we don’t depart from the infinite
and infinitesimal after all; we’re profoundly connected to them, and we connect them. When we find that our
sense of beauty is realized in the physical world, we are discovering something about the world, but also
something about ourselves.

Gorgeously illustrated, A Beautiful Question is a mind-shifting book that braids the age-old quest for beauty
and the age-old quest for truth into a thrilling synthesis. It is a dazzling and important work from one of our
best thinkers, whose humor and infectious sense of wonder animate every page. Yes: The world is a work of
art, and its deepest truths are ones we already feel, as if they were somehow written in our souls.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Mundell:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep
Design. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep Design. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Constance Music:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific A Beautiful
Question: Finding Nature's Deep Design to read.

June Slater:

This A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep Design tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's
Deep Design can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep Design forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Catherine Graziani:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep
Design to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book
and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
publication A Beautiful Question: Finding Nature's Deep Design can to be your brand-new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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