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At first glance, several literary portrayals of Viking Age women represent them as kings, as warriors, and as
inciters of violence, which seems to contradict the image of the passive, housebound female figure.
However, those images need to be read and re-interpreted with a measured critical suspicion. For example,
several scholars have argued that those images tell little about the real history of Scandinavian and European
women but instead represent fantasies expressed by later male authors. In contrast to the literary portrayals,
Viking Age women and European women in the Middle Ages stayed at home and were not allowed to let
their voices be heard publicly. In this groundbreaking study by Scandinavian scholar, Lena Norrman, this
book posits that women had ways to communicate their lore through visual representations such as weavings
and embroideries. The Överhogdal tapestries were found in the northern part of Sweden and dated to circa
1000 AD. Woven with locally-dyed wool and linen, these tapestries and weavings have received relatively
little scholarly attention. According to the author, the Överhogdal tapestries tell the story of Sigurðr the
Dragon Slayer, a depiction that comes more than 200 years earlier than the oldest manuscript of this well-
known legend, which was disseminated through different parts of Northern Europe as well in Iceland and
Greenland. Equally important, these textile representations are told from a female perspective where the
focus is on love, passion, honor and revenge instead of finding the gold, magical weapons and depictions of
the killing of the dragon. Using a refreshing perspective, the author's reading of these textiles is based on
theories of oral tradition. She contextualizes these tapestries as narratives in circulation, and more
specifically, argues that they allow us to "see" or read women's stories despite the fact that women's voices
were silent. Such untraditional outlets as weavings and miracle writings contradict the view of women as
silent, passive participants in the events that shaped history. With respect to the Viking Age, this book shows
that women had ways to communicate their lore through visual representations such as weavings and
embroideries, which are a crucial object of this study. This is a critical reference for scholars in Scandinavian
studies and Women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Anderson:

The event that you get from Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven Tapestries is a more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven Tapestries giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven
Tapestries instantly.

Charlie Hartman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven
Tapestries as your daily resource information.

Alexandra Robbins:

The book untitled Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven Tapestries contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.

Preston Garza:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven
Tapestries or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes Viking Women: The Narrative Voice in Woven Tapestries to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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