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Margaret Hale, 19, happily returns home from London to the idyllic southern village of Helstone after her
cousin Edith marries Captain Lennox. She lived nearly 10 years in the city with Edith and wealthy Aunt
Shaw to learn to be an accomplished young lady. Margaret, herself, has refused a marriage offer from the
captain's brother, Henry, a rising barrister. But her life is turned upside down when her father, the pastor,
leaves the Church of England and the rectory of Helstone as a matter of conscience—his intellectual honesty
having made him a dissenter. On the suggestion of his old friend from Oxford, Mr. Bell, he settles with his
wife and daughter in Milton-Northern, where Mr. Bell was born and owns property. An industrial town in
Darkshire, a textile-producing region, it is engaged in cotton-manufacturing and is smack in the middle of
the industrial revolution where masters and workers clash in the first organised strikes.

Margaret finds the bustling, smoky town of Milton harsh and strange and she is upset by the poverty all
around. Mr. Hale, in reduced financial circumstances, works as a tutor and counts as his pupil the rich and
influential manufacturer, Mr. John Thornton, master of Marlborough Mills. From the outset, Margaret and
Thornton are at odds with each other: She sees him as coarse and unfeeling; he sees her as haughty. But he is
attracted to her beauty and self-assurance and she begins to admire how he has lifted himself from poverty.

During the 18 months she spends in Milton, Margaret gradually learns to appreciate the city and its hard-
working people, especially Nicholas Higgins, a Workers' Union representative, and his daughter Bessy with
whom she develops a friendship. Bessy is consumptive from inhalation of cotton dust and she eventually dies
from it. Meantime, Margaret's mother is growing more seriously ill and a workers' strike is brewing.

Masters and hands (workers) do not reach a resolution on the strike and an incensed mob of workers
threatens Thornton and his factory with violence after he brought Irish workers into his mill. Margaret
implores Thornton to intervene and talk to the mob but he manages merely to fuel their anger. Margaret
intervenes too and is struck down by a stone. Soldiers arrive, the mob disperses and Thornton carries
Margaret indoors, professing his love to her unconscious prostrate figure...
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From reader reviews:

Claude Gonzalez:

This book untitled North and South to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Marlys Wieland:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
North and South, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Karen Taylor:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This North and South is simple to develop
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Frank Foushee:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That North and South can give you a lot of pals because by
you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let's have North and South.
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