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Ideal for courses in introductory or ancient and medieval philosophy, The Great Conversation: A Historical
Introduction to Philosophy, Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes covers the same material as the first
half (chapters 1-13) of author Norman Melchert's longer volume, The Great Conversation. Now in its fifth
edition, this historically organized introductory text treats philosophy as a dramatic and continuous story--a
conversation about humankind's deepest and most persistent concerns. Tracing the exchange of ideas
between history's key philosophers, the book demonstrates that while constructing an argument or making a
claim, one philosopher almost always has others in mind. It addresses the fundamental questions of human
life: Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What sort of reality do we inhabit?
The fifth edition retains the distinctive feature of previous editions: Melchert provides a generous selection
of excerpts from major philosophical works and makes them more easily understandable to students with his
lucid and engaging explanations. Ranging from the Pre-Socratics to Descartes, the selections are organized
historically and include four complete works: Plato's Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito, and Descartes'
Meditations on First Philosophy. The author's commentary offers a rich intellectual and cultural context for
the philosophical ideas conveyed in the excerpts. Extensive cross-referencing shows students how
philosophers respond appreciatively or critically to the thoughts of other philosophers. The text is enhanced
by two types of exercises--"Basic Questions" and "For Further Thought"--and more than thirty-five
illustrations.

New to the Fifth Edition:

* New profiles of Muslim and Jewish thinkers, including Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Averroës (Ibn Rushd), and
Maimonides (Moses ben Maimon)
* Improved translations of several of Plato's works, including Protagoras, Gorgias, Phaedo, Symposium,
Meno, and the Republic
* Review questions that are now dispersed throughout the chapters (instead of at chapter ends) to follow
relevant passages and facilitate classroom discussion
* Eight new images, including explanatory cartoons that help students understand key concepts
* A revised Instructor's Manual and Test Bank containing essential points, teaching suggestions, and
multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay exam questions

Also available to suit your course needs: The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy, Fifth Edition (combined volume covering the Pre-Socratics through Derrida and Quine) and The
Great Conversation: Volume II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine, Fifth Edition (includes chapters 12-
26 of the combined volume).
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They
have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind
of The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy to read.

James Sanchez:

Here thing why this particular The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy. It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy in e-book can be your substitute.

James Furlow:

This book untitled The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Catherine Acevedo:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
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