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The life of Monica Wilson is a story of groundbreaking scholarship, passionate creativity and personal
tragedy during South Africa’s bitter and divided twentieth century.
As a young anthropologist in the 1930s, Monica immersed herself in the lives, work and beliefs of African
communities in southern and East Africa, while carefully observing the effects of historical change. At the
core of her existence was her intellectual collaboration and intense personal relationship with her husband,
the brilliant but clinically depressive Godfrey Wilson, who took his own life in 1944.
After Godfrey’s death, Monica raised their two children and built a career as a leading academic, at Fort
Hare, Rhodes University College and the University of Cape Town. In a political environment where black
academics were under constant threat and ideas were censored, she outspokenly advocated racial equality
and freedom of speech, her publications emphasising a common South African identity and implicitly
challenging apartheid ‘separate development’.
This fascinating biography moves between the Eastern Cape, Cambridge, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Northern
Rhodesia and Cape Town. It explores the relationship between anthropology and history, and the tensions
between liberalism, Christianity, Marxism and apartheid ideology. Drawing on the letters and diaries left by
Monica and Godfrey Wilson, this is a powerful story about politics, race, war, faith, love and loss.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Fires Beneath: The
Life of Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Mike Huey:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica
Wilson, South African Anthropologist as your daily resource information.

Jack Harbin:

This The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist is completely new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Susan Padgett:

You can get this The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try



to choose correct ways for you.
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