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In December 1941, the War Department sent two transports and a freighter carrying 103 P-40 fighters and
their pilots to the Philipines to bolster Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s Far East Air Force. They were then
diverted to Australia, with new orders to ferry the P-40s to the Philippines from Australia through the Dutch
East Indies. But on the same day as the second transport reached its destination on January 12, 1942, the first
of the key refueling stops in the East Indies fell to rapidly advancing Japanese forces, resulting in a break in
their ferry route and another change in their orders.
 
This time the pilots would fly their aircraft to Java to participate in the desperate Allied defense of that
ultimate Japanese objective. Except for the pilots from the Philippines, almost all of the other pilots
eventually assigned to the five provisional pursuit squadrons ordered to Java were recent graduates of flying
school with just a few hours on the P-40. Only forty-three of them made it to their assigned destination; the
rest suffered accidents in Australia, were shot down over Bali and Darwin, or were lost in the sinking of the
USS Langley as it carried thirty-two of them to Java. Even those who did reach the secret field on Java
wondered if they had been sacrificed for no purpose. As the Japanese air assault intensified daily, the Allied
defense collapsed. Only eleven Japanese aircraft fell to the P-40s.
 
Author William H. Bartsch has pored through personal diaries and memoirs of the participants, cross-
checking these primary sources against Japanese aerial combat records of the period and supplementing
them with official records and other American, Dutch, and Australian accounts. Bartsch’s thorough and
meticulous research yields a narrative that situates the Java pursuit pilots’ experiences within the context of
the overall strategic situation in the early days of the Pacific theater.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Philip:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this Every Day a Nightmare: American Pursuit Pilots in the Defense of Java, 1941-1942 (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).

Ethel Orr:

The reason? Because this Every Day a Nightmare: American Pursuit Pilots in the Defense of Java, 1941-
1942 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Frances York:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Every Day a Nightmare: American Pursuit Pilots in the Defense of Java, 1941-
1942 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can be your answer as it can be read
by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Vanessa Gilliam:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Every Day a Nightmare: American Pursuit
Pilots in the Defense of Java, 1941-1942 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series)
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Every Day a Nightmare:
American Pursuit Pilots in the Defense of Java, 1941-1942 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you



bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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