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With an Introduction and Notes by Henry Claridge, Senior Lecturer, School of English, University
of Kent at Canterbury.

The four novels gathered here constitute the complete longer works of one the most brilliant and
original American writers. West’s vision of American modernity is terrifyingly comical and
diagnoses the tawdriness and meretriciousness of much of American popular culture. His greatest
work, Miss Lonelyhearts, which begins this collection, is unique in modern literature. It describes
New York in the early years of the Great Depression through the point of view of an ‘agony aunt’
who corresponds with his suffering readers in the guise of Miss Lonelyhearts: ‘(Are you in trouble?
– Do you need advice?)’. A Cool Million is, as its subtitle suggests, the ‘dismantling’ of a myth,
here a caustic satire of the ‘rags to riches’ story. West’s final novel, The Day of the Locust, is a
comic, yet apocalyptic account of the fantasies of 1930s Hollywood. This volume concludes with
West’s parodic and surreal first venture into fiction, The Dream Life of Balso Snell. Henry
Claridge’s introduction to this new edition of West’s fictional writings contextualises his work in
the United States of the Great Depression, in his evocation of 1930s Hollywood (where he worked
as a writer of screenplays), and in the larger context of his Eastern European Jewish background,
and, particularly, his reading of Dostoyesvky. The text comes with extensive annotations, a note on
the textual history of West’s writings, and a guide to further reading for both the student and the
general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Epp:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics).

Thomas Brown:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Complete Works of Nathanael West
(Wordsworth Classics) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Stella Carpenter:

The book untitled Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics) contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

April Brooks:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth
Classics) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Complete Works of Nathanael West (Wordsworth Classics) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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