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Although the essential books of Western civilization are no longer central in our courses or in our thoughts,
they retain their ability to energize us intellectually, says Jeffrey Hart in this powerful book. He now presents
a guide to some of these literary works, tracing the main currents of Western culture for all who wish to
understand the roots of their civilization and the basis for its achievements. Hart focuses on the productive
tension between the classical and biblical strains in our civilization, between a life based on cognition and
one based on faith and piety. He begins with the Iliad and Exodus, linking Achilles and Moses as Bronze
Age heroic figures. Closely analysing texts and illuminating them in unexpected ways, he moves on to
Socrates and Jesus, who "internalized the heroic", continues with Paul and Augustine and their Christian
synthesis, addresses Dante, Shakespeare's Hamlet, Moliere, and Voltaire, and concludes with the novel as
represented by Crime and Punishment and The Great Gatsby. Hart maintains that the dialectical tensions
suggested by this survey account for the restlessness and singular achievements of the West and that the
essential books can provide the substance and energy currently missed by both students and educated
readers.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Neely:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe:
Toward the Revival of Higher Education is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Wendler:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they
write about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education.

Roy Hanson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe:
Toward the Revival of Higher Education reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education as good
book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Wanda Hardin:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Smiling Through the Cultural
Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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