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With the environmental crisis comes a crisis of the imagination, a need to find new ways to understand
nature and humanity's relation to it. This is the challenge Lawrence Buell takes up in The Environmental
Imagination, the most ambitious study to date of how literature represents the natural environment. With
Thoreau's Walden as a touchstone, Buell gives us a far-reaching account of environmental perception, the
place of nature in the history of western thought, and the consequences for literary scholarship of attempting
to imagine a more "ecocentric" way of being. In doing so, he provides a major new understanding of
Thoreau's achievement and, at the same time, a profound rethinking of our literary and cultural reflections on
nature.

The green tradition in American writing commands Buell's special attention, particularly environmental
nonfiction from colonial times to the present. In works by writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, John
Muir to Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson to Leslie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abbey, he examines enduring
environmental themes such as the dream of relinquishment, the personification of the nonhuman, an
attentiveness to environmental cycles, a devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of possible
ecocatastrophe. At the center of this study we find an image of Walden as a quest for greater environmental
awareness, an impetus and guide for Buell as he develops a new vision of environmental writing and seeks a
new way of conceiving the relation between human imagination and environmental actuality in the age of
industrialization. Intricate and challenging in its arguments, yet engagingly and elegantly written, The
Environmental Imagination is a major work of scholarship, one that establishes a new basis for reading
American nature writing.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Environmental
Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture to read.

Concepcion Shaw:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Danielle Rucks:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau,
Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature
Writing, and the Formation of American Culture to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like here.

Theresa Tompkins:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau,
Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture can to be your new friend when you're really feel



alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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