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"From the Fury of the Northmen deliver us, O Lord."

Between the eighth and eleventh centuries, the Vikings surged from their Scandinavian homeland to trade,
raid and invade along the coasts of Europe. Their influence and expeditions extended from Newfoundland to
Baghdad, their battles were as far-flung as Africa and the Arctic. But were they great seafarers or desperate
outcasts, noble heathens or oafish pirates, the last pagans or the first of the modern Europeans? This concise
study puts medieval chronicles, Norse sagas and Muslim accounts alongside more recent research into ritual
magic, genetic profiling and climatology. It includes biographical sketches of some of the most famous
Vikings, from Erik Bloodaxe to Saint Olaf, and King Canute to Leif the Lucky. It explains why the Danish
king Harald Bluetooth lent his name to a 21st century wireless technology; which future saint laughed as she
buried foreign ambassadors alive; why so many Icelandic settlers had Irish names; and how the last Viking
colony was destroyed by English raiders.

Extending beyond the traditional 'Viking age' of most books, A Brief History of the Vikings places sudden
Scandinavian population movement in a wider historical context. It presents a balanced appraisal of these
infamous sea kings, explaining both their swift expansion and its supposed halt. Supposed because,
ultimately, the Vikings didn't disappear: they turned into us.

Jonathan Clements is the author of Pirate King, Moon in the Pines and Confucius: A Biography. He lives in
London and Jyvaskyla.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book A Brief History of the Vikings: Brief
Histories. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Frank Johnson:

This book untitled A Brief History of the Vikings: Brief Histories to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Beth French:

The actual book A Brief History of the Vikings: Brief Histories has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Dorothy Payne:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The A Brief History of the Vikings: Brief Histories provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.
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