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Was the Vietnam War unavoidable? Historians have long assumed that ideological views and the momentum
of events made American intervention inevitable. By examining the role of McGeorge Bundy and the
National Security Council, Andrew Preston demonstrates that policymakers escalated the conflict in Vietnam
in the face of internal opposition, external pressures, and a continually failing strategy.

Bundy created the position of National Security Adviser as we know it today, with momentous consequences
that continue to shape American foreign policy. Both today's presidential supremacy in foreign policy and
the contemporary national security bureaucracy find their origins in Bundy's powers as the first National
Security Adviser and in the ways in which he and his staff brought about American intervention in Vietnam.
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson were not enthusiastic about waging a difficult war in pursuit of murky
aims, but the NSC's bureaucratic dexterity and persuasive influence in the Oval Office skewed the debate in
favor of the conflict.

In challenging the prevailing view of Bundy as a loyal but quietly doubting warrior, Preston also revises our
understanding of what it meant--and means--to be a hawk or a dove. The War Council is an illuminating and
compelling story with two inseparable themes: the acquisition and consolidation of power; and how that
power is exercised.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Here thing why that The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and
Vietnam giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam in e-book can be your option.

Martin Phair:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free time/
holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

David Jones:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Emma O\'Neill:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
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