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Behind the profound social and economic changes now taking place in China is a complex history of
communism's invention and loss of meaning. This history, from 1949 to the present, has been extensively
studied by scholars using the methods of history and political science. Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution
makes an innovative departure from these studies through a series of reflections on the history of communist
China as a history of consciousness.

It focuses on important aspects of the Chinese experience - such as memory and amnesia, energy and
meaning, and the center and periphery mentality - that are amenable more to a philosophical and
psychological approach than to an empirical one.

The author goes beyond the concept of utopianism that is customarily applied to the Chinese communist
experience by viewing this epoch in terms of the movement from utopianism to nihilism to hedonism. He
traces the path of Chinese communism from the early belief that denial and hard work combined with
Marxism and Maoism would create a utopia of material and spiritual abundance to the disappointment of this
belief and the ensuing search for individual pleasure and prosperity.

In this progression, which the author describes as the unfolding of the hedonistic potential of utopianism,
Marxism became China's road to capitalism and consumerism.

The book consists of essays that approach the trajectory of utopianism-nihilism-hedonism from six different
viewpoints: the impact of Marxism on China's relationship to itself and to the West, the manipulation of
language and cultural memory, the effects of founding morality on a revolutionary teleology, the tension
between the ascetic and the hedonistic aspects of utopianism, the paralysis of the will resulting from
continual mobilizations and failures, and the relationship of past, present, and future as mirrored in
constantly shifting beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From
Utopianism to Hedonism will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Joseph Asher:

The particular book Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Edgar Curtis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this is difficult
job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Iva Simmon:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Dialectic of the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Dialectic of
the Chinese Revolution: From Utopianism to Hedonism. You can more appealing than now.
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