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Part swordsman and part martial arts scholar, Rodell must strike a balance between making faithful
translations of antiquated Chinese text and distilling useful insight into historical jianfa techniques from this
lyrical and esoteric piece of classic Chinese literature.
The original work moves between poetry and prose as it describes various sword “Postures” and their
applications. Anyone familiar with the Chinese language is aware of its tendency for polysemy and the
simple line drawings included with the archaic text only give scant clues as to their intended direction of
movement.
Rodell has his work cut out for him but he manages to bring forth actual useable techniques for the modern
practitioners of Chinese Jianfa.

Tig Fong
Stunt Coordinator/2nd Unit Director
Fight Coordinator for Nikita the series

Scott M. Rodell provides an excellent translation of the Shi Jian Pu, and while the main focus of the book
seems to be for those who currently practice with the Jian (the Chinese straight sword), Scott’s translation
provides much for those who practice other arts to feed from.  Unlike many modern Martial Arts books on
the market, this particular one remains true to form, much like how the originals would have been. The
Inclusion of the forms historical context is great to have in the book as it allows us to better grasp the intent
and function of the Jian. Scott’s many years of experience with Chinese Martial Arts is evident from the get
go, as the translations are clear, precise, and aid in the overall understanding of the form. Overall I would
very much recommend this book as a supplement to anyone not only practicing with the Chinese Jian, but
also for those who practice other martial arts forms. This is an excellent update to a classic text that we
would not normally be able to obtain. Thank you for this translation Scott; it is and will always be an
absolute pleasure to read. 
 
Sensei Ian Alexander, Byakuren Dojo  
Muso Shinden Omori Ryu, Canadian Representative of the ITMAF (International Traditional Martial Arts
Federation)  

There is a resurgence of interest in historical martial arts across several continents and spanning many
cultures. Existing source materials are rare. Educated, accurate translations of those texts are even more rare.
It is a thrill to see this new translation of a period text, especially when I know the consideration of context,
subtleties of dialect and relevant martial arts knowledge have been applied with exacting detail. Laoshì
Rodell’s martial arts publications speak for themselves in terms of value to students of historical Chinese
martial arts. This piece is no exception and will provide insight to anyone studying the history of the Chinese
sword techniques and historical martial arts of any culture.



Steve Frey
Traditional Chinese Martial Arts Instructor
Historical Martial Arts Enthusiast
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hartsell:

This Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship are usually reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Shi Jian Pu - Manual of
Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship can be among the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A
Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Alexandra Dickey:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship, you may
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Donald Spada:

The guide untitled Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship is the
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Shi Jian Pu - Manual of
Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Joan Beverly:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of
Chinese Swordsmanship was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Shi
Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you



are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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