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Les Edgerton’s buddy novel, JUST LIKE THAT, is based on an actual trip he took with an ex-prison
cellmate under similar circumstances as protagonist Jake Mayes does in this narrative. The scenes in
Pendleton are also based on true experiences he had while incarcerated. Approximately 85% of the novel is
taken from real life.

Jake and his pal Bud’s journey begins six months after he is released on parole and is occasioned when his
girlfriend Donna dumps him and aborts their child. After an aborted suicide attempt where the Norelco
shaver cord he used to hang himself broke, on an impulse—the source of the title; everything in Jake’s life
happens “just like that”—he calls up Bud, who lives by the same credo, and the two take off with no
particular destination in mind. They’re just going “south”--somewhere where it’s warm. An hour before they
leave, Jake on another impulse, holds up a convenience store to get some traveling money.

Ultimately, they end up in New Orleans and then Lake Charles, Louisiana and from there, back to Indiana.

Along the way are many “watercooler” moments, such as when an inmate sinks a meat cleaver into another
inmate’s blue-clad stomach, a physical encounter with two rednecks in Kentucky where Bud shoots one of
the men, the bullet bouncing harmlessly off the man’s thick skull, Jake’s ongoing romance with Donna, the
funeral of Jake’s father which he attends with a whore, multiple burglaries, armed robberies, a brief affair
with a black woman, and an adventure with a drunk Santa Claus. Near the end Jake takes another fall when
he is caught burglarizing a bar back in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and gets shot in the leg and is returned to
Pendleton where he kills the inmate he’d had a nasty encounter during his first stay in prison. In the process,
Jake’s philosophy of life undergoes a sea change and he comes up with this:

Portions of JUST LIKE THAT have previously appeared as short stories in the literary magazines High
Plains Literary Review, Murdaland, and Flatmancrooked. The story that appeared in High Plains was
nominated for a Pushcart Prize and was selected for inclusion in Houghton-Mifflin’s “Best American
Mystery Stories, 2001.”

As a note of possible interest, Cathy Johns, the P.R. Director and Assistant Warden of The Farm (the
infamous Louisiana state prison at Angola) read this novel and told Edgerton that he'd captured the true spirit
of the criminal mind better than anything she'd ever read.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

The book Just Like That can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Just Like That? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Just Like That has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Claudia Chittum:

Here thing why this Just Like That are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Just Like That giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Just Like That. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Just Like That in e-book can be your option.

Audrey Mack:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. Just Like That can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short
spare time problems.

David Hosford:

The book untitled Just Like That contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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