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With the publication of the 1982 edition of Field Manual 100-5, Operations, the U.S. Army presented a
fighting doctrine rooted in classical military theory. Yet, doctrine, to be useful, must be accepted and
understood in its own right by those who have to apply it. Clausewitz's idea of the culminating point is a
good example. FM 100-5 cites the concept of the culminating point as central to understanding Air-Land
Battle and operational art and, consequently, explains it to its readers. The Clausewitzian concept of the
culminating point is even more important to officers who plan and conduct theater operations. This book
offers a critical analysis of the theory of the culminating point in the well known Gettysburg Campaign
conducted by General Robert E. Lee in 1863. This Civil War battle has been the subject of more study and
extensive written works than any other battle of the war and the student of military history would think that it
would be rich in examples of the application of military theory, in this case the concept of the culminating
point. Was the Clausewitzian theory of the culminating point evident in the campaign? Did Lee consider the
concept and apply it to his decisions regarding the Campaign? Did the campaign support the concept and add
validity to it? In looking for these answers, the reader can better understand the application of the concept of
the culminating point, and, thereby, become a better practitioner of turning scientific theory into artful tactics
and operations. Lee's 1863 campaign into Pennsylvania is an excellent case study from which to investigate
many of Clausewitz's theories about war. The concept of the culminating point is particularly well served by
what happened in the campaign. FM 100-5 has reintroduced the culminating point to the U.S. Army and has
contributed to the educational process to help soldiers detect the culminating point with the "discriminative
judgment" Clausewitz said was necessary. Studying campaigns like Gettysburg can be very useful for a
better appreciation of theoretical and doctrinal concepts. A better understanding of theory and its relationship
to doctrine is important; understanding the key concept of the culminating point is one example.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hicks:

The book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg Campaign
(The American Civil War) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating
Point and its Application in the Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book Clausewitz's Concept of the
Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Robert Hansen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its
Application in the Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Andrew Taylor:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the
Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Valeria May:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



From the book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg
Campaign (The American Civil War) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point
and its Application in the Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War). You can more desirable than
now.
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