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If You Could Talk To The Animals in Your Life, What Would They
Tell You?

The Story of Doctor Dolittle, Being the History of His Peculiar Life at Home and Astonishing Adventures in
Foreign Parts (1920), written and illustrated by Hugh Lofting, is the first of his Doctor Dolittle books, a
series of children's novels about a man who learns to talk to animals and becomes their champion around the
world.

Doctor John Dolittle is a doctor who shuns human patients in favour of animals, with whom he can speak in
their own languages. He later becomes a naturalist, using his abilities to speak with animals to better
understand nature and the history of the world.

The character Doctor Dolittle first appeared in the author's illustrated letters to children, written from the
trenches during World War I when actual news, he later said, was either too horrible or too dull. The stories
are set in early Victorian England, where Doctor John Dolittle lives in the fictional English village of
Puddleby-on-the-Marsh in the West Country.

Dolittle has a few close human friends, including Tommy Stubbins and Matthew Mugg, the Cats'-Meat Man.
The animal team includes Polynesia (a parrot), Gub-Gub (a pig), Jip (a dog), Dab-Dab (a duck), Chee-Chee
(a monkey),Too-Too (an owl), the Pushmi-pullyu, and a White Mouse later named simply "Whitey".

The original edition of the book included language and plot elements that are considered racist by present-
day standards, though probably not intended as malicious by the writer. Some consider that his Black
African characters are clearly intended by the writer to be sympathetic, that our modern views tend to assign
more meaning where perhaps none was intended.

About the Author: Hugh John Lofting (14 January 1886 – 26 September 1947) was a British author, trained
as a civil engineer, who created the character of Doctor Dolittle, one of the classics of children's literature.

He traveled widely as a civil engineer, before enlisting in the Irish Guards regiment of the British Army to
serve in the First World War. Not wishing to write to his children about the brutality of the war, he wrote
imaginative letters which later became the foundation of the successful Doctor Dolittle novels for children.
Seriously wounded in the war, in 1919 Lofting moved with his family to Killingworth, Connecticut, in the
US. He was married three times and had three children, one of whom, his son Christopher, is the executor of
his literary estate.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Wilkinson:

The ability that you get from The Story of Doctor Dolittle (Classics You Should Know) (Volume 10) is a
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Story of Doctor Dolittle (Classics You
Should Know) (Volume 10) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
kind of The Story of Doctor Dolittle (Classics You Should Know) (Volume 10) instantly.

Marie Clemmer:

Precisely why? Because this The Story of Doctor Dolittle (Classics You Should Know) (Volume 10) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Story of Doctor
Dolittle (Classics You Should Know) (Volume 10), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

John Yates:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list will be The Story of Doctor Dolittle (Classics You Should Know) (Volume
10). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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