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An exploration of philosophical and religious ideas about humor in modern philosophy and their secular
implications.

By exploring the works of both Anthony Ashley Cooper, Third Earl of Shaftesbury, and Søren Kierkegaard,
Lydia B. Amir finds a rich tapestry of ideas about the comic, the tragic, humor, and related concepts such as
irony, ridicule, and wit. Amir focuses chiefly on these two thinkers, but she also includes Johann Georg
Hamann, an influence of Kierkegaard’s who was himself influenced by Shaftesbury. All three thinkers were
devout Christians but were intensely critical of the organized Christianity of their milieux, and humor played
an important role in their responses. The author examines the epistemological, ethical, and religious roles of
humor in their philosophies and proposes a secular philosophy of humor in which humor helps attain the
philosophic ideals of self-knowledge, truth, rationality, virtue, and wisdom, as well as the more ambitious
goals of liberation, joy, and wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard. Try to make the book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lupita Kirch:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book provides high quality.

Clark Abeyta:

Precisely why? Because this Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kimberly Hogan:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act



like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard offer you a new
experience in reading a book.
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