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Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and interviews with people
who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling subjects of death and burial across
cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both humorous and poignant, includes details about the
decomposition and embalming processes (an adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually
take five to ten years to turn into a skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing
remains (the Igala people in Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of
clothing). Intriguing facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season.

This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people, images in the arts associated
with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology and a glossary, and over a hundred
black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the author.

Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects of death and
burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Corpses, Coffins,
and Crypts: A History of Burial suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burialis one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this
book.

Scott Reisinger:

This Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Corpses,
Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment
right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that?

Harold Fleming:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Corpses,
Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial will give you new experience in looking at a book.

William Hayes:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History
of Burial to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the publication Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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