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Bringing together the depth insights of eastern and western traditions, this book places the topic of the self in
a new context.

"I confess that this work--from the perspective of exposition, analysis, interpretation, application, and
stimulation--is, I believe, just about as good as it gets. This book is an unexcelled example of comparative
philosophy. Stambaugh's uses of Kant, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Tillich, etc. to illumine Buddhist sensibilities
is discreet, even-handed, and nuanced to a degree that comparativists seldom achieve. My greatest concern
about this book is that it might not be followed by another one from the same hand." -- David L. Hall, co-
author with Roger Ames of Thinking from the Han

Gathering and interpreting material that is not readily available elsewhere, this book discusses the thought of
the Japanese Buddhist philosophers Dogen, Hisamatsu, and Nishitani. Stambaugh develops ideas about the
self culminating in the concept of the Formless Self as formulated by Hisamatsu in his book The Fullness of
Nothingness and the essay "The Characteristics of Oriental Nothingness," and further explicated by Nishitani
in his book Religion and Nothingness. These works show that Oriental nothingness has nothing to do with
the nineteenth- and twentieth-century Western concept of nihilism. Instead, it is a positive phenomenon,
enabling things to be.

"So much of contemporary Western thought is in a deep struggle to revision and reinvent a more profound
sense of 'self.' And Stambaugh's narrative strikes right at the core of this effort, bringing the most advanced
thinking in East and West into a creative synthesis. She brings out how the nondual discourse of the Self is
profoundly different from any tradition that situates its hermeneutic within the dualistic patterns of
Subject/Object thinking. At this point in our evolution it is particularly important for thinkers in the Western
traditions who struggle to reach a 'postmodern' vision of the Subject or Self to have a direct encounter with
the classical powers of nondual thinking about the Self--the Formless Self." -- Ashok Gangadean, Haverford
College
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Here thing why this specific The Formless Self are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. The Formless Self giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Formless Self. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Formless Self
in e-book can be your substitute.

Bertha Buentello:

The Formless Self can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Formless Self although doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Paul Green:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Formless Self is simple to bring you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Frederick Avelar:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Formless Self was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Formless Self has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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