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The idea of fashion under socialism conjures up images of babushka headscarves and black market blue
jeans. And yet, as Djurdja Bartlett shows in this groundbreaking book, the socialist East had an intimate
relationship with fashion. Official antagonism -- which cast fashion as frivolous and anti-revolutionary --
eventually gave way to grudging acceptance and creeping consumerism. Bartlett outlines three phases in
socialist fashion, and illustrates them with abundant images from magazines of the period: postrevolutionary
utopian dress, official state-sanctioned socialist fashion, and samizdat-style everyday fashion. Utopian dress,
ranging from the geometric abstraction of the constructivists under Bolshevism in the Soviet Union to the
no-frills desexualized uniform of a factory worker in Czechoslovakia, reflected the revolutionary urge for a
clean break with the past. The highly centralized socialist fashion system, part of Stalinist industrialization,
offered official prototypes of high fashion that were never available in stores -- mythical images of smart and
luxurious dresses that symbolized the economic progress that socialist regimes dreamed of. Everyday
fashion, starting in the 1950s, was an unofficial, do-it-yourself enterprise: Western fashions obtained through
semiclandestine channels or sewn at home. The state tolerated the demand for Western fashion, promising
the burgeoning middle class consumer goods in exchange for political loyalty. Bartlett traces the progress of
socialist fashion in the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Germany, Poland, and Yugoslavia,
drawing on state-sponsored socialist women's magazines, etiquette books, socialist manuals on dress, private
archives, and her own interviews with designers, fashion editors, and other key figures. Fashion, she
suggests, with all its ephemerality and dynamism, was in perpetual conflict with the socialist regimes' fear of
change and need for control. It was, to echo the famous first sentence from the Communist Manifesto, the
spectre that haunted socialism until the end.
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From reader reviews:

Traci Farris:

With other case, little men and women like to read book FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism
(MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important the book FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism (MIT Press). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Karen Wilson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism
(MIT Press), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Dennis Ramirez:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism
(MIT Press). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

William McCown:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism (MIT Press) we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
FashionEast: The Spectre that Haunted Socialism (MIT Press). You can more desirable than now.
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