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The Soul of Sponsorship explores the relationship of Bill Wilson, cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
his spiritual adviser and friend, Father Ed Dowling. Many might consider that such a remarkable individual
as Bill Wilson, who was the primary author of AA literature, would be able to deal with many of life's
problems on his own. Reading The Soul of Sponsorship will illuminate and answer the question of how
Father Ed, an Irish Catholic Jesuit priest who was not an alcoholic, was able to be of such great help to Bill
Wilson.

Part of AA's Twelfth Step reminds us "to carry this message to alcoholics," and The Soul of Sponsorship
illustrates how sober alcoholics still need the principles of the Twelve Steps brought to them by friends,
sponsors, and spiritual advisers. Some of the problems faced by Bill Wilson were: depression in recovery
dependency issues whether or not to experiment with LSD the place of money and power in AA knowing
God's plan and will learning from mistakes

Father Ed taught Bill the importance of "discernment." In Father Ed's Jesuit tradition, discernment was a gift,
passed down to him from St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, who described his own struggle with
discernment in Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. The Twelve Steps of AA and the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius presuppose that there is a caring God whose will can be known. The act of tuning in to God's action
at one's center is discernment. The big question is, how do you know your Higher Power is speaking and
revealing Himself through your feelings and desires?

What Bill learned from Father Ed can be found in books and articles he wrote for AA. For the good of AA
and himself, Bill learned to listen to his desires, be aware of his inner dynamics, and tune into the action of
God within. Doing this meant learning to recognize and identify his personal movements -- those inner
promptings and attractions often called emotions or affections -- which are part of ordinary human
experiences. The person who helped Bill grow in discernment was Father Ed, the Jesuit priest with a cane
who limped into the New York AA clubhouse one sleet-filled November night in 1940.

The two "fellow travelers," Father Ed Dowling and Bill Wilson, gave each other perhaps the greatest gift
friends can give: calling on each to know who he is -- before God.
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From reader reviews:

Martha McKee:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill
Wilson in Letters book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer of The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and
Bill Wilson in Letters content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Soul of
Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Karen Martinez:

This The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Soul of
Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mary Haskell:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Soul of Sponsorship: The
Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Soul of Sponsorship: The
Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.
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