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From Aristotle to contemporary soap operas, friendship has always been a subject of fascination. But
scholarly investigation of the broad social relevance of friendship has been neglected. Rethinking Friendship
describes the varied nature of personal relationships today, and also locates friendship in contemporary
debates about individualization and the supposed "collapse of community." Exploring friendships with
partners and family as well as "friends," the book reveals ways in which friends and friendlike ties are an
important and unacknowledged source of social glue.

Using a rigorous analysis of in-depth interviews, the authors develop a set of innovative concepts--friendship
repertoires (the range of friendships people have); friendship modes (the way people make and maintain
friendships over time); and patterns of suffusion (the extent to which boundaries between friends and family
become blurred). These concepts form the basis of a typology of personal communities that vary in the roles
played by friends, family, partners, and neighbors.

Combining scholarly depth and rich description, this absorbing and accessible book will appeal to all those
interested in informal social relationships, including students of methodology and policymakers. With its
challenge to pessimistic commentators, Rethinking Friendship urges us to resist sweeping generalizations
and to acknowledge the sheer diversity of social life today.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Mosley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today. Try to
stumble through book Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today as your friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Rickie Miller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Rethinking Friendship:
Hidden Solidarities Today. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Daniel Hanson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Jennifer Wilson:

This Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today is great book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment



right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt in which?
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