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Anything that can be automated, will be. The “magic” that digital technology has brought us — self-driving
cars, Bitcoin, high frequency trading, the internet of things, social networking, mass surveillance, the 2009
housing bubble — has not been considered from an ideological perspective. The Critique of Digital
Capitalism identifies how digital technology has captured contemporary society in a reification of capitalist
priorities, and also describes digital capitalism as an ideologically “invisible” framework that is realized in
technology. Written as a series of articles between 2003 and 2015, the book provides a broad critical scope
for understanding the inherent demands of capitalist protocols for expansion without constraint (regardless of
social, legal or ethical limits) that are increasingly being realized as autonomous systems that are no longer
dependent on human labor or oversight and implemented without social discussion of their impacts. The
digital illusion of infinite resources, infinite production, and no costs appears as an “end to scarcity,”
whereby digital production supposedly eliminates costs and makes everything equally available to everyone.
This fantasy of production without consumption hides the physical costs and real-world impacts of these
technologies.

The critique introduced in this book develops from basic questions about how digital technologies directly
change the structure of society: why is “Digital Rights Management” not only the dominant “solution” for
distributing digital information, but also the only option being considered? During the burst of the “Housing
Bubble” burst 2009, why were the immaterial commodities being traded of primary concern, but the actual
physical assets and the impacts on the people living in them generally ignored? How do surveillance
(pervasive monitoring) and agnotology (culturally induced ignorance or doubt, particularly the publication of
inaccurate or misleading scientific data) coincide as mutually reinforcing technologies of control and
restraint? If technology makes the assumptions of its society manifest as instrumentality — then what
ideology is being realized in the form of the digital computer? This final question animates the critical
framework this analysis proposes.

Digital capitalism is a dramatically new configuration of the historical dynamics of production, labor and
consumption that results in a new variant of historical capitalism. This contemporary, globalized network of
production and distribution depends on digital capitalism’s refusal of established social restraints: existing
laws are an impediment to the transcendent aspects of digital technology. Its utopian claims mask its
authoritarian result: the superficial “objectivity” of computer systems are supposed to replace established
protections with machinic function — the uniform imposition of whatever ideology informs the design.
However, machines are never impartial: they reify the ideologies they are built to enact. The critical analysis
of capitalist ideologies as they become digital is essential to challenging this process. Contesting their
domination depends on theoretical analysis. This critique challenges received ideas about the relationship
between labor, commodity production and value, in the process demonstrating how the historical Marxist
analysis depends on assumptions that are no longer valid. This book therefore provides a unique, critical
toolset for the analysis of digital capitalist hegemonics.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

Typically the book The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital
Culture and Technology has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Gloria Robey:

This The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital Culture and
Technology is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately
using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of
the Political Economy of Digital Culture and Technology in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that will?

Angela Babb:

The book untitled The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital
Culture and Technology contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Defazio:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Critique of Digital
Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital Culture and Technology.
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