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John Torrey Morse (1840-1937) was an American historian and biographer. He was admitted to the
Massachusetts bar in 1862 and wrote widely on public policy, economics, and social theory. He worked
alongside Henry Cabot Lodge as an editor of the International Review for many years and was editor of the
American Statesmen series. In addition to his legal works, Morse wrote biographies of Alexander Hamilton,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Abraham Lincoln, John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin.

Thomas Jefferson, one of the greatest minds that have shaped the destiny of the New World, was born in
1743, and died 1826. Jefferson was the most acute philosophic intellect of the time. His great work is the
Declaration of Independence, which is the best known state paper in America. Jefferson was opposed to the
new Constitution, because he considered it deputed too much power to the Federal Government, and in
consequence he became at once the recognized leader of the Anti-Federalist party.

It is fitting that Mr. Morse should contribute to the series of which he is editor, and it is no slight honor that
he has so well accomplished his task. Mr. Jefferson has held, and still holds, so large a place in the annals of
statesmanship and in the history of parties, that to give an impartial and truthful presentation of the man,
personally and officially, requires a judgment so clear and a purpose so honest that most men would hesitate
to enter upon the work. We are glad that Mr. Morse yielded to no such timidity, and that, in the exercise of a
fearless and frank criticism, has given his readers a specimen of admirable biography.

There is no period of our national history more interesting than that coincident with the organization of the
Republican in opposition to the Federal party. Hamilton and Jefferson may be said to have been the
representatives of the divergent governmental veins, as well as the moral and intellectual vitality of the two
rival parties. Because of the bitter partisanship of the times it is difficult, by even the most careful
elimination of falsehood and malice, to arrive, always, at just conclusions concerning the acts of men or the
policy of parties. We think, however, that Mr. Morse has employed an equitable balance, and has succeeded
in the distribution of honest weight to the leading characters of the Jeffersonian epoch.

To notice in detail the public life of Mr. Jefferson, as given by the author, is not necessary, and would
forestall the interest of the reader. He gives his official career from the House of Burgesses through his
second term as President to his retirement and death at Monticello. The life of such a man at such a period of
national history must necessarily be intensely interesting, and Mr. Morse, by his patient research, apt
narrative and scrupulous candor has added to the intrinsic attractions of his subject.

Mr. Morse says of Jefferson:
"He never missed an opportunity of dropping his plummet into the mighty depths beneath the upper classes;
and if he discovered their profound currents to be in accord with his own tendencies, as he always expected
and generally did, he refreshed his weary spirit with the instinctive anticipation that these would control the
course of the country at no distant time. Herein lay his deep wisdom; he enjoyed a political vision
penetrating deeper down into the inevitable movement of popular government, and further forward into the
future trend of free institutions than was possessed by any other man in public life in his day."

It is easy to understand how a man with these traits joined to one of the most superb intellects in American
history became the most astute political leader of the organizing and instigative type in the history of



American government.

Originally published in 1898; reformatted for the Kindle; may contain an occasional imperfection; original
spellings have been kept in place.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Here thing why that Thomas Jefferson (1891) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Thomas Jefferson (1891) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Thomas Jefferson (1891). It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Thomas
Jefferson (1891) in e-book can be your choice.

Geneva Milbourn:

Typically the book Thomas Jefferson (1891) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Thomas Jefferson (1891) is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ruth Frye:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Thomas Jefferson (1891).

Raymond Crandall:

Thomas Jefferson (1891) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into joy arrangement in writing Thomas Jefferson (1891) although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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