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What does it mean to love a character in a book? Many of us do. Many of us always have. These loves are
not the subject of late-night phone conversations with friends or entries in our secret diaries. Yet, as Anne
Roiphe reveals in her stunning new book, the characters we know only in fiction live forever in our hearts
and our minds. We are what we read.

In For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor, Roiphe takes us on a glorious tour of the relationships she has had
with the great male characters of American fiction: Holden Caulfield, Robert Jordan, Dick Diver, Rabbit,
Nathan Zuckerman, Frank Bascombe, and Max and Mickey. In her literary love life Roiphe is a serial
monogamist. When she is involved with one character, she is exclusively his until another comes along. She
is an audience, an imaginary lover, and a critic, too -- but a critic only in the way a relative carps or chides at
the escapades of a dear one. Though a woman, she identifies with her male heroes; as a woman, she feels
love, awe, worry, and tenderness toward them at the same time. Never have the great male creations of
Fitzgerald and Hemingway, Salinger, Roth and Updike, Ford and Sendak come alive so vibrantly through the
critical imagination of a fellow novelist.

What we discover on the printed page often carries over to our real-life encounters with the opposite sex, and
so Roiphe weaves fragments of her own life story throughout the book. At different times in her life, men
like Holden, Rabbit, Nathan, and Frank taught her much of what she knows about how men feel, how they
experience love and loss, how they are like and yet unlike her. Piece by piece, Roiphe uncovers a portrait of
the male soul, in all its rage and glory.

A personal odyssey as well as a celebration of the joys of reading, For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor is a
winning blend of self-discovery, criticism, and autobiography that will inspire everyone in love with the
written word.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

This For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read can bring whenever you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read having great arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Scott Croft:

The feeling that you get from For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An
American Read instantly.

Antonia Parham:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An American Read.

Buddy Stewart:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This For Rabbit, with Love and Squalor: An
American Read is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get



when one buys this book.
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