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All societies face a key question: how to empower governments to perform essential governmental functions
while constraining the arbitrary exercise of power. This balance, always in flux, is particularly fluid in
today's China. This insightful book examines the changing relationship between that state and its society, as
demonstrated by numerous experiments in governance at subnational levels, and explores the implications
for China's future political trajectory.

Ann Florini, Hairong Lai, and Yeling Tan set their analysis at the level of townships and counties,
investigating the striking diversity of China's exploration into different governance tools and comparing
these experiments with developments and debates elsewhere in the world. China Experiments draws on
multiple cases of innovation to show how local authorities are breaking down traditional models of
governance in responding to the challenges posed by the rapid transformations taking place across China's
economy and society. The book thus differs from others on China that focus on dynamics taking place at the
elite level in Beijing, and is unique in its broad but detailed, empirically grounded analysis.

The introduction examines China's changing governance architecture and raises key overarching questions. It
addresses the motivations behind the wide variety of experiments underway by which authorities are trying
to adapt local governance structures to meet new demands. Chapters 2–5 then explore each type of
innovation in detail, from administrative streamlining and elections to partnerships in civil society and
transparency measures. Each chapter explains the importance of the experiment in terms of implications for
governance and draws upon specific case studies. The final chapter considers what these growing numbers of
experiments add up to, whether China is headed towards a stronger more resilient authoritarianism or
evolving towards its own version of democracy, and suggests a series of criteria by which China's political
trajectory can be assessed.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled China Experiments:
From Local Innovations to National Reform? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Bobbi Brunner:

This China Experiments: From Local Innovations to National Reform book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This China Experiments: From Local Innovations to National Reform without we
recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry China Experiments: From Local Innovations to National Reform can bring if you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone.
This China Experiments: From Local Innovations to National Reform having great arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jason Scott:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject China Experiments:
From Local Innovations to National Reform suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled China Experiments: From Local Innovations to National
Reformis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Curtis Waters:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book China Experiments: From Local Innovations to
National Reform was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book China
Experiments: From Local Innovations to National Reform has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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