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Examining mental illness in societies where different world views, thought worlds, and habit patterns prevail
is ordinarily frowned by social scientists since it involves analysis of phenomena steeped in modern
conventions of knowledge. This book contravenes this position giving reasons for and ways of
circumventing social science scruples. It formulates and provides details about the system of healing of
conditions of psychiatric interest that would have been found in ancient traditional and early modern period.
It draws on the findings of Indian epidemiologists who have surveyed the prevalence and distribution of
psychiatric disorders in modern and traditional settings of contemporary India. Their findings support the
position that such conditions would have been found in earlier historical epochs.

In the book, information from cultural anthropology is used to formulate ideas and a perspective that
encompass salient cultural and historical parameters of India as a socio cultural entity which have stood the
text of time. Emphasis is placed on how Indian culture, religion, morality, sociology, and philosophical
psychology which shape the world view and habit patterns of Indian peoples everywhere and throughout
millennia. This nexus of ideas constituted the ontology and epistemology about psychiatric conditions in
earlier historical epochs. It shaped their form, content and meaning and it provided a basis for approaches to
healing. Normal and not so normal conceptions about behavior and well being are discussed based on
indigenous systems of meaning. The manner in which psychiatric conditions were and still are formulated in
the compilations of Caraka, Susruta, Vagbhata, and Bela are reviewed and compared along with religious
and spiritual viewpoints. Discussion of approach to conditions of psychiatric interest rooted in traditional
Indian values provides a basis for critique and plea for broadening the scope and depth of the already vibrant
and scientifically compelling psychiatry of contemporary India. The book aims to make modern psychiatry
more responsive to India s understanding of the human condition.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Brooks:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this History of Mental Illness in India: A Cultural Psychiatry
Retrospective.

Lisa King:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking History of Mental Illness
in India: A Cultural Psychiatry Retrospective that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick History of Mental Illness in India: A Cultural Psychiatry
Retrospective become your own starter.

Frank Jorge:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. History of Mental Illness in India: A Cultural Psychiatry Retrospective can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Monika Cunniff:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This History of Mental Illness in
India: A Cultural Psychiatry Retrospective can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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