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For readers of The Astronaut Wives Club, The Mercury 13 reveals the little-known true story of the
remarkable women who trained for NASA space flight.

In 1961, just as NASA launched its first man into space, a group of women underwent secret testing in the
hopes of becoming America’s first female astronauts. They passed the same battery of tests at the legendary
Lovelace Foundation as did the Mercury 7 astronauts, but they were summarily dismissed by the boys’ club
at NASA and on Capitol Hill. The USSR sent its first woman into space in 1963; the United States did not
follow suit for another twenty years.

For the first time, Martha Ackmann tells the story of the dramatic events surrounding these thirteen
remarkable women, all crackerjack pilots and patriots who sometimes sacrificed jobs and marriages for a
chance to participate in America’s space race against the Soviet Union. In addition to talking extensively to
these women, Ackmann interviewed Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, Scott Carpenter, and others at NASA and in
the White House with firsthand knowledge of the program, and includes here never-before-seen photographs
of the Mercury 13 passing their Lovelace tests.

Despite the crushing disappointment of watching their dreams being derailed, the Mercury 13 went on to
extraordinary achievement in their lives: Jerrie Cobb, who began flying when she was so small she had to sit
on pillows to see out of the cockpit, dedicated her life to flying solo missions to the Amazon rain forest;
Wally Funk, who talked her way into the Lovelace trials, went on to become one of the first female FAA
investigators; Janey Hart, mother of eight and, at age forty, the oldest astronaut candidate, had the political
savvy to steer the women through congressional hearings and later helped found the National Organization
for Women.

A provocative tribute to these extraordinary women, The Mercury 13 is an unforgettable story of
determination, resilience, and inextinguishable hope.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Mercury 13: The
True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen
Women and the Dream of Space Flight become your current starter.

Cynthia Sharma:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the
Dream of Space Flight why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Emma Patterson:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen
Women and the Dream of Space Flight is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Vivian Regan:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the
Dream of Space Flight. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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