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Taking as its guiding emblem Christine de Pizan's metaphor of a city of ladies, this volume refuses to treat
the medieval woman writer as an anomaly, a lone genius who somehow managed to transcend the limitations
of her sex. It insists that women have always participated fully, if not equally, with men in the creation of
culture, even during the Middle Ages and it examines the record of women's cultural participation in
medieval England. The very novelty of this idea suggests that the recovery of women's writing should
precipitate a thorough revision of the assumptions on which the traditional literary canon and most of our
literary history were built. The book weaves together a survey of medieval women's writing in English with
an analysis of the theoretical issues at stake in their recovery, demonstrating that a closer attention to the
texture of women's lives and literacies illuminates the collective nature of women's writing and its dialogic
relations with the dominant culture. Laurie A. Finke challenges medieval historians to consider how a better
understanding of women's lives and intellectual interests will alter traditional understandings of this period;
at the same time she challenges feminist literary theorists to consider the ways in which medieval literature
calls into question the notion of authorship upon which modern literary criticism, and with it feminist
criticism, has depended.

Women's Writing in English: Medieval England examines women's writing not only in traditional genres
such as poetry, drama, and romance but in a variety of genres which are often excluded from literary canons
including medical treatises, correspondence, and the visionary and devotional genres in which women wrote
most prolifically. Major writers examined include Julian of Norwich, Margery Kempe, and the Paston
women. In addition, the author examines the influence on English literary history of major continental
writers such as Marie de France and Christine de Pizan.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Blackwell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers
Series). Try to face the book Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers
Series) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Alvaro Holloway:

The book Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series)?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Women's Writing in English:
Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Troy Cochran:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Women's Writing in English: Medieval England
(Longman Critical Readers Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Donald Noble:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have



read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series) will give you new
experience in examining a book.
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