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No video game genre has been more popular or more lucrative in recent years than the “military shooter.”
Franchises such as Call of Duty, Battlefield, and those bearing Tom Clancy’s name turn over billions of
dollars annually by promising to immerse players in historic and near-future battles, converting the reality of
contemporary conflicts into playable, experiences. In the aftermath of 9/11, these games transformed a
national crisis into fantastic and profitable adventures, where seemingly powerless spectators became
solutions to these virtual Wars on Terror.           
 
Playing War provides a cultural framework for understanding the popularity of military-themed video games
and their significance in the ongoing War on Terror. Matthew Payneexamines post-9/11 shooter-style game
design as well as gaming strategies to expose how these practices perpetuate and challenge reigning political
beliefs about America’s military prowess and combat policies. Far from offering simplistic escapist
pleasures, these post-9/11 shooters draw on a range of nationalist mythologies, positioning the player as the
virtual hero at every level. Through close readings of key games, analyses of marketing materials, and
participant observations of the war gaming community, Playing War examines an industry mobilizing
anxieties about terrorism and invasion to craft immersive titles that transform international strife into
interactive fun.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
some sort of book Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Eric Beasley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Anna Bailey:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 will give you new experience
in studying a book.

Charles Shin:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Playing War: Military Video Games
After 9/11 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Playing War: Military Video Games After 9/11 can
to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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