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“When someone we love dies, most of us do something to keep them from completely vanishing. We
summon up memories of them, we talk about them, we visit their graves, we treasure photographs of them,
we dream about them, and we cry, and for those brief moments they are in some way with us. But when my
friend Joe Brainard died, I knew I was going to have to do something beyond all these.”

So begins Ron Padgett’s warm, conversational memoir—the unlikely and true story of two childhood
friends, one straight and one gay, who grew up in 1950s Oklahoma, surprised their families by moving to
New York City in search of art and poetry, and became a part of the dynamic community of artists and
writers whose work continues to shape American culture.

Much of this intimate memoir is told in Joe’s own direct and unforgettable voice. Dozens of letters, journal
entries, poems, photographs, and artworks create a stirring portrait of the times—one that illuminates not
only Joe Brainard’s life and art, but the influence that his kindness and insight had on the lives of his
contemporaries, including Alex Katz, Andy Warhol, Frank O’ Hara, Joe LeSueur, Anne Waldman, John
Ashbery, Kenward Elmslie, and countless other friends, lovers, and admirers.

As Ron Padgett generously shares his memories, he allows us all to get to know Joe Brainard, a truly great
person who just happened to be a brilliant artist and poet. Above all, Joe is a gentle reminder that love, life,
and art matter every second.

Poet Ron Padgett, the son of an Oklahoma bootlegger, grew up in Tulsa where he met Joe Brainard at the
age of 6. His recent books include the memoir, Oklahoma Tough: My Father, King of the Tulsa Bootleggers
and the collection of poems You Never Know.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Joe. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Joe. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Zachary Foushee:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Joe book because this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Edward Roth:

The particular book Joe has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Rose Davies:

The book untitled Joe contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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