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Going well beyond graphic descriptions of death row’s madness and suicide-inducing realities, Writing for

Their Lives offers powerful, compassionate, and harrowing accounts of prisoners rediscovering the value of

life from within the brutality and boredom of the row. Editor Marie Mulvey-Roberts brings together the

writings of prisoners (many of whom are also prize-winning authors) and the words of those who work in the

field of capital punishment, whose roles have included defense attorney, prison psychiatrist, chaplain and

warden, spiritual advisor, abolitionist and executioner, as well as a Nobel Prize nominee and a murder victim

family member. The material is presented through articles, journal extracts, letters, short stories, and poems.

 

Exposing little-known facts about the five modes of execution practiced in the United States today, Writing

for Their Lives documents the progress of life on death row from a capital trial to execution and beyond,

through the testimony of the prisoners themselves as well as those who watch, listen, and write to them.

What emerges are stories of the survival of the human spirit under even the most unimaginable

circumstances, and the ways in which some prisoners find penitence and peace in the most unlikely

surroundings. In spite of the uniformity of their prison life and its nearly inevitable conclusion, prisoners able

to read and write letters are shown to retain and develop their individuality and humanity as their letters

become poems and stories.

 

Writing for Their Lives serves ultimately as an affirmation of the value of life and provides bountiful

evidence that when a state executes a prisoner, it takes a life that still had something to give. This edition

features an introduction by the editor as well as a foreword by Jan Arriens. Royalties from this volume are

donated to the legal charity Amicus, which assists in capital defense in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book WRITING FOR THEIR LIVES: Death Row USA will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Carolyn Fletcher:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
WRITING FOR THEIR LIVES: Death Row USA is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Lola Taylor:

The publication untitled WRITING FOR THEIR LIVES: Death Row USA is the reserve that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book
of WRITING FOR THEIR LIVES: Death Row USA from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Elois Montgomery:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled WRITING FOR THEIR LIVES: Death Row USA
can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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