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“Majestic. Grounded in astute interpretations of how speech acts function in history, this book is an
exemplary model for future inquiries about the confluence of thought, poetry, and social action.”—Jerry
Ward Jr., coeditor of The Cambridge History of African American Literature
 
“A vade mecum for those interested in the cultural ingredients, the political values, and the artistic
sensibilities that united Langston Hughes and Martin Luther King Jr. in spirit, thought, and outlook.
Masterfully conceived, meticulously researched, and gracefully written, this book breaks new
ground.”—Lewis V. Baldwin, author of There Is a Balm in Gilead: The Cultural Roots of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
 
“Archival material is spotlighted in Miller’s exploration of the ways Martin Luther King Jr. enlarged the
appeal of his rhetoric by using poetry in his speeches. Readers will emerge with a greater appreciation of
both King and Langston Hughes.”—Donna Akiba Sullivan Harper, editor of The Later Simple Stories (The
Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Volume 8)
 
“Miller’s study provides an original, engaging and provocative thesis that explores the hitherto unexplored
links between two twentieth century African American icons.”—John A. Kirk, editor of Martin Luther King,
Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement: Controversies and Debates
 
For years, some scholars have privately suspected Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech was
connected to Langston Hughes’s poetry, and the link between the two was purposefully veiled through
careful allusions in King’s orations. In Origins of the Dream, W. Jason Miller lifts that veil to demonstrate
how Hughes’s revolutionary poetry became a measurable inflection in King’s voice, and that the influence
can be found in more than just the one famous speech.

Miller contends that by employing Hughes’s metaphors in his speeches, King negotiated a political climate
that sought to silence the poet’s subversive voice. He argues that by using allusion rather than quotation,
King avoided intensifying the threats and accusations against him, while allowing the nation to
unconsciously embrace the incendiary ideas behind Hughes’s poetry. 
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From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and
King's Rhetoric. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Shea Cross:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric as your
daily resource information.

Richard Vaccaro:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Origins of the Dream: Hughes's
Poetry and King's Rhetoric that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric
become your current starter.

Gary Copeland:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and
King's Rhetoric can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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