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Critics argue that contemporary western societies are immersed in a "culture of memory," devoting resources
to national histories and heritage, commemoration, public re-enactments, etc. We use these recollections of
our national past to maintain a collective identity in the present, among other uses. These essays, edited by
Cynthia Sugars and Eleanor Ty, explore how Canadian literature draws on aspects of cultural memory, past
and future.

Exploring memory as a "vector of signification" involves a wide range of topics such concepts of as heritage,
antiquity, nostalgia, elegy, ancestry, haunting, trauma, affect, aging, authenticity, commemoration, public
history. Contributors to this collection consider literary treatments of both mainstream and alternative uses of
cultural memory, past and contemporary, urban and rural. From well-known writers like Alice Munro, Al
Purdy and Dionne Brand to recreations of Aboriginal pasts and less common topics like food and
Mennonites, there is wide representation of Canada's literary diversity. And equally representative is the
collection's historical spread, ranging across early explorer narratives to contemporary works. The collection
digs into some of the darker moments in our past (immigrant experiences, recollections of interned Japanese-
Canadians in World War 2, and memories of Native children in residential schools). The sheer ambition of
this collection suggests the multifaceted ways that Canada's past is part of our collective cultural memory
now. A four-page colour insert - including Seth cartoons as well as unique, little known photography -
provides a compelling visual context for the collection's treatment of the complex, multifaceted character of
cultural memory in Canada.

The collection is divided into five parts (amnesia, postmemory, recovery work, trauma, and globalization),
all areas of research in the emerging field of cultural memory. These thought-provoking essays reflect the
many ways the past infuses the present, and the present adapts the past. Students and scholars will find this
rich collection useful in upper-level courses in Canadian literature as well as in cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in
Canadian Sociology). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a book Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Alma Driver:

The feeling that you get from Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) is
a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Canadian Literature and Cultural
Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) instantly.

Brant Castillo:

Why? Because this Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Rita Furguson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along



with soon. The Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) will give you
new experience in studying a book.
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