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 Rationalism, Platonism and God comprises three main papers on Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz, with
extensive responses. It provides a significant contribution to the exploration of the common ground of the
great early-modern Rationalist theories, and an examination of the ways in which the mainstream Platonic
tradition permeates these theories.

John Cottingham identifies characteristically Platonic themes in Descartes's cosmology and metaphysics,
finding them associated with two distinct, even opposed attitudes to nature and the human condition, one
ancient and "contemplative", the other modern and "controlling". He finds the same tension in Descartes's
moral theory, and believes that it remains unresolved in present-day ethics.

Was Spinoza a Neoplatonist theist, critical Cartesian, or naturalistic materialist? Michael Ayers argues that
he was all of these. Analysis of his system reveals how Spinoza employed Neoplatonist monism against
Descartes's Platonist pluralism. Yet the terminology - like the physics - is Cartesian. And within this
Platonic-Cartesian shell Spinoza developed a rigorously naturalistic metaphysics and even, Ayers claims, an
effectually empiricist epistemology.

Robert Merrihew Adams focuses on the Rationalists' arguments for the Platonist, anti-Empiricist principle of
"the priority of the perfect", i.e. the principle that finite attributes are to be understood through corresponding
perfections of God, rather than the reverse. He finds the given arguments unsatisfactory but stimulating, and
offers a development of one of Leibniz's for consideration.

These papers receive informed and constructive criticism and development at the hands of, respectively,
Douglas Hedley, Sarah Hutton and Maria Rosa Antognazza.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Clark:

The reserve with title Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy
(Proceedings of the British Academy) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Paul Kindig:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that
you just read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Rationalism, Platonism and God:
A Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Karl Irwin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be go through. Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early
Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy) can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Ricardo Hempel:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern
Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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